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The Essence of Technology and the World as Image
Researcher: Helaludin Amiri

Abstract

The question of the essence of technology is among the most fundamental
issues in contemporary philosophy. This study, focusing on Martin Heidegger’s
thought, examines the relation between technology and truth. It argues that
technology is not merely a set of tools or machines, but rather a distinctive
mode of revealing and unconcealing being. The significance of this research
lies in its attempt to show that, in a thoroughly technological world, rethinking
the essence of technology can open new horizons for understanding the human
relation to being, while simultaneously exposing both the danger and the
possibility of liberation from technological domination.

The study emphasizes the particular urgency of this philosophical inquiry in
today’s world and especially within the Afghan context, where technology is
often reduced to an instrument of consumption and exploitation. By rethinking
technology in its ontological dimension, new possibilities emerge for culture,
education, and human dwelling. Methodologically, the research adopts a
descriptive—analytical and hermeneutic approach, engaging closely with
Heidegger’s primary texts alongside major interpretations of his work. This
framework makes it possible to extract Heidegger’s key concepts, such as
techne, poiesis, aletheia, Gestell, and Dasein, and to interpret them within the
horizon of the technological question.

The findings indicate that modern technology, through the framework of
Gestell, reduces all entities, including human beings to standing-reserve,
thereby transforming truth into something calculable and instrumental. Yet,
within this very danger lies the possibility of salvation: by rethinking the human
relation to being and through alternative modes of revealing such as art,
language, and poetic thinking. Thus, technology is revealed not solely as a
threat but simultaneously as an opportunity for a renewed engagement with the
horizon of truth.

Keywords: Aletheia; Poiesis; Poetic Thinking; Modern Technology; Dasein;
Gestell; Martin Heidegger
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